Poor pool
safety
puts kids
at risk

Samantha Healy |

THE lives of young children
are being put at risk every day
with an estimated 100,000
private Queensland swimming
pools lacking hasic safety re-
quirements and posing poten- the = ‘
tial death traps in the lead-up
~—to summer, The Sunday Mail
has found.
As we launch our “Safe
Summer” - campaign today to
raise awareness of the dangers

of leaving children unsuper- Grim lesson in

vised around water, shocking

evidence has emerged that Han“ah,s death
SundayMail "

IT'S ALL REVEALED ON SUNDAY

Hannah'’s story

After two-year-old Hannah Plint
drowned in her family's backyard
pool on October 4 last year, her
parents became determined to
use their experience to prevent
other families from suffering
similar heartache. S

Agenda, Page 49

The lesson of Hannah Plint’s terrible death is one to be

) heeded by every parent in Queensland.
el Brimming with the independence and confidence of

SUMMER “#

#near-three-year-old, she climbed on to a chair in the
back yard of her family home at Laidley. unlocked the
fence to the family pool and fell into its icy waters.
She was dead within minutes.

Today we publish the desperate plea for help her

v
= Our children’s
lives depend upon

proper pool safety mother mafie to triple-0. Itis distressing and ;
comp"ance : heartbrcak_m.g — but if anyone of us learn something
: from that, itis worth it.
Editorial, P54 The last official figures collated by the Queensland
Injury Surveillance Unit show that in 2005-06, 13
indicates pool fence laws are children died in pools and spas. Thirteen too many.
being widely ignored and Our report today reveals the shocking statistic that

poorly policed.
More than 30 children
drown each year in Queens-

up to 100,000 private swimming pools in Queensland
are failing basic safety requirements. This makes each

Soot i ek Bl oF of these pools a potential death trap.

deaths occurring in pools and Poor maintenance, and owner negligence. means
spas. Yet pool owners continue many pools fail to provide even the minimum

to modify fences after council standard of safety — a compliant safety fence —as
.checks, remove fence panels required by law: while alarmingly, scores of homes
for easier access and let older- are being sold each month without pool safety checks.
style fences fall into disrepair. - On the Gold Coast alone, two-thirds of pools

On the Gold Coast two- inspected in 2006 failed safety inspections.

thirds of pools failed safety In young Hannah's case, the gate and fence to the
inspections in 2006, the most pool worked but her parents Katherine and Andrew

recent council figures show.
The Royal Life Saving So-
ciety of Australia (Queens-

are still uncertain as to whether it was approved by the
council before they bought the house.

: Such is their anger, grief and concern for others that

Ian@} eceribed ("I'T!e L da‘y they have established the Hannah Foundation, a
Meail’s findings as “disturbing”. : z e

“Drownings in pools as a chantylthat advocates for consistent, nationwide
result of non-compliance is regulations for the installation of pools, spas and other
just not acceptable,” said Ken man-made water features. ‘
Chandler, the society’s execu- Ken Chandler, executive director of the Royal Life
tive director. Saving Society of Australia, argues pools should be
Reports, Pages 4-5 L safety-audited every two years, as is the case in

Western Australia. :
As he so rightly says, drowning in pools as a result
) ﬁ. i | of non-compliance is tnacceptable. Today,
i II"t-' I| # | The Sunday Mail joins the Hannah Foundation and its
u courageous founders in the campaign for proper
enforcement of pool safety compliance regulations.
Our children’s lives depend upon them.
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